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Above the camp rom the stopes of Big Ben;
the firgy A00m was lonse steep sores which gradu-
alby merged into the tigs of gliciens Howing down
frarn the ugpey moustan slopes. From about
$00m o 900m olevation these glasers and adia-
cont snow shopes g relatiely &?&%‘}* argled, &2
Q00m the snow angd ioe ramparts of the srater of
By Ben rearsgd steeply, 8 choobic jumbie of huge
we oliffy, wracs and guilies. These ramparts

ared 3 foemidable  cbstacle traversed by
sraking rack ridges. The ton of this monalithic
wall deapped wemy foeply For sbouwt 100 1o the
tarige snow plateauy of the ol wolome crater,
Twg Bilometres aorpis the plateas on the wuth
wasterss audoe of wad Mawses Pak, the
passiitie cone and mmmsi at 2T d5m.

Wk Baw camp estabinhed, we Dogarn 1o move
GUE GEar up the mountain, A ot food and




spuipment for the cluvh was made at the top of
the scree slopes. Once the cache was ready, |
began the climb with Pan friends. The fiest morn-
ing was clear and cold with a fine susr e, Leaving
Skua Beach at 0000 hours we fumbersd up the
screes behind, Fighting with grotesque Soads in our
rucksacks. From the cache we gazed at the panar
ama of Big Ben's steep we walls and snowfields
wtretching from Graharn Ridge 1o the Notth
Barrier. fhrectly in front was Long Hidge, ow
planned ascent route, one of the many rogk
ridges cregding the side of Big Ben.

- Continuing up, we reached a nunatak of rock
200m below Long Ridge at 1100 hours, Early
marning chills and the smelis of the populated
beach enviconment ware now long e in the sere-
oity and vastness of the snow and ce landdscape.
Our only comparions were the ever present winds
grd hillowing fluffy white clouds swirbng arund
the cauldran of Big Ben, The onee firm snow was
now  fe soup, wet and shushy: the sun was
witense, perspiration ran freely even waith anly
siewwins on g% e laboured throwgh the wet mow
reconnoitring Long Ridge.

Mo easy route was apparent 1o the crest of
the ridge and we dug 3 platiorm for gur tent in the
lee of the rodes. At 1800 hours we retived 10 the
spacious comfort of aur aylon tent, ate dinner
and duocussed plans for climbing Long Radge,
Although the wind wa3s rumg noticeably, we feit
well protected by the high mow walls we had
built around the tert, andd relaxed in our warm
sfeeping  bags expecting & good night's sleep.

Storm Flattens Tent

Cod nylon cracked v the wind and slapped
e i the face as 3 now Terocious wend Hattened
the tent walls = upon us, Bt was | am, and for
the mext fow hours we gy half out of our sleeping
bags bracing the tent against the onshaught, A
guick glance outgde confrmed my worst naph
cuons, the wingd which had besn blowing from the
morth west when we poiched the tent, wes now
itregming inte us from the south west, The rocks
were no longer giving us any protecticn, amd, as
it was pouring tocrential sain, our five foot high
wow wally were completely demolished, Tent
guys whipped around in the wind, the rain had
meited out all the tent pegs, roeks and ice axes
used 33 anchor points, Only the wexht of our
selves and our gear kept us on the narrow snow
ledge .

The vand was at least 30 knots and increas
ing as we decided what best to do; | was all Tor
oliapsing the tent until the wand eased so as to
avoid major damage. Belore we had a chance, the
tent, with all three of us and our gear inside, was
fifred completely off the snow and blown abowt
frve foot. A large hole was ripped in the floor of
the remt, in desperation § reached out and geabbed
3 rearby ice axe and swung oo the now as 3
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belay, keeping 3 Srm hokd on the ioe axe and the
tent, Some of the poles broke, the outer fly was
ripped from the tent, and the wet nylon collapsed
upon us. The interior was a jumbled mess of
peopie, ¢lathes and gear. We fook it in nwres o
hald the tent, and in the dark struggled with boots
and clothes.

Gesr wat hurrigdly stuffed into large nylon
bags and we emseged into 3 maelstrom of wind
and rain. We moved everything minte anather lge
area of the racks, anc sat rather miserably through
the eacly rmormng watting for daybereak so0 we
could smess our position. The wind wore on
refentlesshy, but abated in the edrly evening. The
tent was unuseable 0 we slept out in our Bivouast
bags. Given fine weather fomgrrow we would
aeminue sarching For g route up Big Ben,

Up Long Ridge

The next five days, spent searching for 2 route
up Long Ridge, were the most frustrating on the
trip. Qur search involved stogging through waist
deep soft wet sow, wending our way across ard
around innumerable <revasws on the northern
side of the ridge, traversing ramps of loow seree
high on the rocky sides of Long Hidge, where
every step refeased a cascade of rocks to the snow
250w below, and fimally, moving along the south-
ern side constamtly thregtened by rockfall and
GAPING CrEVases.

Where Long Ridge abutted the side of Big Ben
we found arn eefall which was free of avalanche
debris aned led via steep snow slopes 1o the top
end of Losg Ridge, Mers we dug 3 snow cave
frorm which we bad magnificent views spectacular
sunsets and clowd fonmatons,

From the top of Big Ben we abseiled 50
metres 000 the snow plateau of the old orater,
passing over @ gaping bergschrund, The weather
wihieh Bad stareed fine, was now deteriorating with
a solid high cloud cover and moderate wind. With
the swmmit of Mawson Pesk ¢learly i view no
moce than 300 m above us and the threat of
approaching bad weather, we left all exoept our
emergency gear 3t the hase of the absedl and
headed straight for the summit. It was a race
againgt the weather,

Two kilometres separated us from the base of
Mawson Peak and from there 300 m of ¢hirbsing 10
the summit, The plateau surface was reasonabiy
firm and we were able 10 mantam & good pace.
Soon the angle steepened and visibility delerior
ated. | rook repeated compass bearings on our gear
hack a3t the abseil Steadily we gainped haight,
crossing numerous orevadies and gaining extras
ardiniry wews of the interior walls of the old
volecano. These walls were up to 100 m high,
earwed with 3 mwyriad of massive flutings, 8 resull



of wind and water vronon. On owr iodt, acrow the
hoge Gotley Glagier, towered the massve South
Bacrier, » bastion of reck draped with surtains o
sronw ared 1oe.

We gsg-ragped back angd forth aoross orevaises,
andd 35 the slope bogan (0 ease, wountd ol way
past buibows muttvooms of  snow, probably
foremed By rome deposition dee 10 the mxeag of
warrm ai riang from Mawson Peak

O appeosch o the summeut ndge sheltered
gt from the wand and ther e was kitle mdication of
any movernent. The slence, stilness ast whiteowt
condstions lent an pene atmosphere o the tewl
ascent. A awnber of snow rgdges s @ vanous
directions anet | earefully chate the cosrect radye
Evenstunlly it endod v o soresce 20 matras from
the surmmit, Theve was nd way onto the summig
fromy bere, | tricd 1o the vabt without sugeesy,
hoawewver, o the tedr the ridoe connected 10 8 wnow
rrgshrooes which apgeaced on 1 o side 1o meet
the sumern? rock s, | atterngitesd to chmb this mushe
room but the soow was 30 brittle and geanulas
that swsther ey 0 axe oF orampons vwould boll,
insteard hage buckets ol snow st collupsed on o
of me. The situaton looked desperate, we bl
oI P agansl mpasses an el divestions, As &
last abttersative 1 moved oven fuether ol o where
8 turesel led down befween the snow and rocks

The Summt Reached

Scrambiing dowen the rocks next to the e, |
sotered § mnty e cavers where the rood dopped
weaates, ared rooks gave 0 8 owel sheen in the
subiclued bght . Tee waren selphusows fumes of the
worlgans were slowly mellng the snow and e
Chimbing ugwards along 8 Baow DaBige we
reached the summit aod stepped into & strong cold
wancd. In contrast to this were the hot sulphurous
updrafs from bonoath the rodks, and in the space
of 3 m it was possible 10 be quite warns o5 uneome-
fortabily oald,

Woesshithty had worsensd even e, amd only
fleoting ghpses were obtinesd of the southers
coastlsse, not encugh O wentsdy any features
Abter taking many summet ghotographs and ooliee
g soeme geological semples we made our desgeng
Our tiredaess was catehang ap with us now 4% our
Bechies refawed the tessions Dalt up during the
ascent. Although the weather remisined overcen
and the descent wid uneventiul, we reachsd our
cached gear late v the evening, amd el three
maee 0f 1the party aommg up for 5 summit altempt
the folkowang day.

We all decided to camp i the bergsehrand a1
the edke of the platesn; with some warching we
found o sotable site sl speest an bowy digging our
sleeping platforms for all T ol us. Dversnght the
weather detesiorated to o full Bhizzand and we
spent two davs in the cave belore complieting owr
descent of By Ben
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