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IJQ ipmem foe the climb ~~ m.me at ~hl!'top of
{tie Wl!C ~Io:Pl!ll.OnC1! the c-ad1e W;;t~ rUdi'J', r
~n me dJmb- ••<Ji th fyoiQ friends. i'ir'it rrorn
!f)g YIi!!'> dlY<!lI' and cold \.j[ a ri'll~ ~w1'Jt~. It.pf,~

us Sead'l •••. 0000 Moun fumb~rro up the
w-*s behM, tig,h[in~ 'Nit rQt~q,UI:~ads in our
f :d<~ek$, From he cache Vi'e tgaz€d at Th~ p.'lt:(;lr-
ama of Big Ben's steep r;;:r,walh and :mow'ielill
·r'¢tcl1ins n<l m Graham Ri~e 1:'0 ii'll]! ,oIth
Sa fier. (lire~ly in (on 'Vas. loo~ fiicrge. ¢
pl.al1n~d ascent (Cl te, t)rte ¢~ thi.! many ({.lOr,.

(~es ~r~~f)g 'th~ $i~ of Bi'9" &0.
Cotiflulctg up, WC' N:i],choo il nuneta oj mek

2QCm bekrw L:mg Ridge,at il00 MYir~. Earl','
I"I'i:)rnil'l9l d:lill.$ and Ine smelJs Gf [he poP".i!I\!\~~
bea!!:.:!',E'f1ViIfOJ'll"r".erH \\Ill'! e now lor'lq k;J~:t in the sere-
II'lj'ty .ard "ll'astne'§.,1 of the :!lillQW a,rd see f.ar:d:K<l;pe.
Out .ol"1ty ¢:Im~nlQiIi:j. Mi!1'r"il ti!1ll!ever Pfe!ii€:l'It 'l'.IiMs
a:nd b~~I'o'Wi1't\J Huffy ·.!.\~il!:l!' t::ltl~ s'i'ii rhitl!! ilrnlJOO
the: ~~1I,ll!i1tQ,1i9~ iig iB:t1n. The OI'lICf.! ~;in'tlSflO~'I'lt'!l,aS
now like: soup••• ~~ ~~ $tlJ$.hy; th\')' Slt.lll'l ',\1'as
In'f.e1i~e. j;li.l'T~piiriltM:t n ran il'e>2!lll >!!\f.!'!i'l •••,.1~h .;)11ly
skl'.I'tilM. Oft ,~~ lW ~t:JQ1IJ:r00l tnr«l~b thi€: ••••-et IDO'W
rfloonnoitrin.iJ! long Rid>;je.

No ea<:.y route MlS 3iPP<1fe-nt ro the a~t o~
hoi! r idt~e 2 rid .••~ dog 3 pla tt}I m fur 01..1r te-n' 'n h@

I~ of t/h(' W<l~S. A 1800 hours \••;e N!tired W ~tic
~paCioUi comfort Q (I\.Ir ylon tunt, ate dinoe-r
a d~ ll'ilM f{J[ cli ing long RJI;.~
. ItoolllJih 'the 'oil nd 'IIIo'l)~ r fng no i~b Of. V>'eelt
.•·.rell pm' .;;too by t _ high snow -wall$> 'e had
bui i!!fOUfld 'the tMC Olnd re-l~xr.d in Ollr arm
$1~pl j b 90s expeaing a gooo ight'$ :$le;:p

OJ~ If!Iylotl -cy?~oed .1'1 ~he vinci <tOO 5!a,1J~
I'riI: in tlh@faoo a'S,a ~w fefl()ci.ou$ 'Mlid H~Ucnl!'d
the rmt 'I.'!.1:3;115ilf!l I\,IPQn \.1$. it '!hilS I am. and fot
t ' ,It rMt:<~ f'l1w no urs ViI!! fa naif 0 ue t)f Q1$T $ICJU~il1g
bags ibratin'@ t_ t ertt agll iJ'il$t t ~ Q! t1$~{l(i~h!L "i
quic:klj!'JnGI? out5i.1de 00 "If II ~ my ''''l;Iw$t ~~r·
cion"" the ·•.•1in~ Viltiich ~ been bto\¥iof,J from 'the
oorth "."est \Vhffil .w ph~ th<l! rent. 'HSS I'I(}'W
$~'~mi~ into U'S rom the sou\l'l \it/e$L Th@ reeks
•••.oE<f'e00 klong;!¢r -g1:vim;J' U;San r pnJteaioFl. at'(!, .a~
it:yas pcJIIJringIt.arren!Ea1ain. Q sr horo foot hig
~w •••••.all$ were romple et'i dert1(Jii~~. T~t

u 'S 'j ipped •..rOu in t.1; mod. the fa in had
r'r'irJ1't«l (Jut aU he h'!rH pegs. rQek$ ••00 iGEl ~ es
wsect .u ~I'I¢ho pointS, Onh' he ••••;eigr of our,
~I ,Ies and ()ut' 9 eat ~pt 1.1;;cn tne ttilHO'lI'o! snow
Ie&;~.

The \'i1I1ot;! Wi!i a least 50 fltUS..aOO In,crt;:i!<S'
in~ as ~ decided wttal~ b~t t<odo; I VOla,S all f

;:01 ~1.n9 thi!- t>E:i1t umf! [ _ .••.•;r1(i ~;)S«! W ,a:. to
a'IDid ilt;lio( <i;:lrt'l;lge- S¢fo It: Vilfl had <Ii chaf'lo:!, the
ltt.:r'I>t. . n an thri?!!' of us .and t)wr ~r insi<Cle, 'HSS
iifred OOftlp0e1;eIYI)'H thi!- mo ••••• and h1o'Aift abou~
fivl; f(!olJt. A laf!)@ hole •••••...lS I'tPQt;d iT'! thi!- floor of
I!:hefen!. In($ltl-pcrallQn Iroached {Jut and .gt?b~
it n~,ar'by ictt axe and5lwu~ i! rt'lW tl'ilr $libOwas: i:I

0013';. '{!er)!I'Jg '* hr m r...,!'d on the i~ .ax" $t1d the
t t SCirrn!of the oc tes btoki!', VII: 1;1U or f~l;was
ripped from th.e ~>Mt,afld thlt •••~t nyfoo ~Hap'...cd
upon m. he in~!!r!or was., !l,Jl'ilI:}!~d mess of
peo~e. (:torhes ~.rd g~r. We 00 it in tUft\'$ to
h:;I!d ~he 100m, aoo in the dark tttugg l¢d with boots
and dot hits.

Gea-r ':1'4$ h"r.r ir;:~ly stuffed i to latg.<: n r~QP

ba~ and we em~gt'!d rn 0 Il miJ€ls:rom c)fwli'ld
and ,ain, We movro e'ler·,.-rhil)g Iftt<) ilnQther fee
iFt?>aof 1ft'.! tcxk!$, ~nd ~<)t rather m- rabl')' I[hto~h
the e3rly rr'k?rmri9 ••.•ta1t iog for dayb.re.a~ so we.
muld aSSMS our po,-si:iot'l. T~ wind tore on
t e!eflt Il!$$ly, b'LIt abated in the e rly it eni"';~. Thl!'
tent '\~$ ur1~.,bf(: ~, \IW ~~f.liPtour in Cur blvuy;j{;
oo~'j GilJe-:n f~ 't.'!.tf!a~~r tOf1'lt.1;rrow \\'e •••10\.11'0$

eo r'l~,II'liI,J¢$I;<lrehin@ fo{ oil ('Clut*' up 8iB a(m,

fl'U: n¢xt e i'l/!¢ d.w'l'$, ~piffit sean:hiFl9 tor & r<!lllle
up L-ot"!} R~\!:. 'M:rC' ~a~I':-m;,;st fru$trating on the
trip. Our :warm in\i'O~",ed s!ogg~ thrQtJgo wailot
dl)~psoh w:!t $nO .'fl, viIflndin9 om ~VliSy 3ClfQ5.S "nd
arcuod innum~dbfl:!' (J(!V,j~ on the north~n
$ide' >of th~ r~!J. itr3'J'arsiog ramns (If teese $tt~

~Jh on rhe rOoCky ;,idt$ Qf LOn(j HidlJe.. 'AI ere"
e-'4~ step rel€aSl!'u a ca~ of QCks.eo the $I1Q't"I

250m 1> lOW, .ind final! . moving along the 5OUlh·
em side OORStaf'lt I,' t reatet'l-«i b' fOcXfaU ard
'!l'lping CEI1·.·il~§:.

WI'I':r.e l¢!tJ3, ~'Qg€' abut' eel the side of B19 Ben
WI!" found an ieefail .••mi~h wtl'So froc .,,' f)\(a!oocne
debfi$ ~nd !~ via steep snO'l'i. !lo,p<~$ '1:1;;1 ~ C' {oP
end 0 lClfjo@ A'i~'!;ft:. Her!!' ore dug a 51"lOW eave

rorn 'oIlhi(fl v.'¢ ~ m>P3 .iffc€·rn !••iews $~(:ul.l!r
$1JO$Il,t5. aoo douo.;i fmm.#t::C1I't$.

FrOm tine tOJ) of lBig B~"l VI!'¢ ~b¢l(tii!¢d 50
metres inl!.o t~ SJ')(1wpfatlilliu of the old 0'3,£~.
pil$$il!'ll!il over n i;l'3Pinq bei!<}$(:ftn,lfd, Th>1 )V$ilither
'li'~hich had ~'~rt~ fin(1, v,qJ'S- oo •••••Uetl'!rlora'tlrtg ~\jith
a sol id hil}hdaud t::Q>\!eT a00 m:xferatl:!' ~'Jind. IN ith
thtr zurnmi Qif 1\~•••••"ro 1'1 iPe$ cjOOdy in VlWNI no
1'r.l)r<l:! th~n J(lI:) m above U'5 and the t hr oot o·f
appro.acnlirll} bad \'II!!!lU~r. '1~ Idt alt e :,,:cepto lit'

(!>n'l!}~('J1C'1 !lP.'-l( at he base e C ~b~_J a 00
c:tedi i.tr .•;Ilg:M eQr thl!' ~ mm' . tt: WM, a titei!o

il9<Jii~t tit!!' weatllt11_

T'M) l-:.ilo!"l'!efrt."S~~rilt....-d US rom tht;! base 0
~on Peak and from [here 3)0 m of (iIl1T)i!1!f :0

the $wmmc(, Thl: pli)"t~<1U 5\Jrlaal ",'lH rearol'lJ,bly
'jrm and \"Il!' 'A'ere .1ble To trlan'H3lr"t ;'J 1;000 paC1!.
SaQn thl! ar"3 ~ 500pef1l?d ard IIi 'billt"i de!~rll~r'
.a ed. I .ook f;f!pe~ned¢:I m'p~ l~ar ings on our noeaf
00 dot at the abwi I, Steadily VI.'f!: gained FlClg 'lL
cro$ing nurt'len)Ll~ ¢e:1"~$ ;)rid gairii~ Bxtra-
or(iinar 'it!)'''''!'; of H1<.!'in erio,. WJlls of 1:~ Qf{!
:o!ocano. T~ .•.•'l1lUI. "",-.ere I.Ip tQ TOO m n.i9h,

,e.,1lrIl'J'.od ",vih 'l mvriad of m.a~he qi.Jl:!r"9~. a Ir(:suh



Q1 wmd ~md wolter ufOSI(lr On ( ur it'H •• ICfiH:!. th~!
hUliJC! GnHuy (;f>!i(:I(tt. to ••••ll'f'l'd t Iw flW$$I\'U' SOU( h
eMfi~r. 41bo'S in n 01 rock (!H)~l'i;,1wit h t}\Jrtlllf1 S l\'Jl
'Si'lownnd lee.

We l~'~~lll!d b,te!<. .lfid forth .J(f()~i Cfr\l,}S$<l'~,

and .)~ 1tw SIO~1o(1 o<{'1t Il to .' $C, 'M.)ul'ld OlH w'.}y
P s1 butbo U~ ffi~1~ I(I(jm~ of ~,}W, pmb~h I~'
fOfffled by rm I dW» ilion ($~mlp the IThX'l1,} or
warm JlIf r iS1ng (r"ro Mg\\I$OTI iP':olk.

OUf .[t p~l<fo:lCh t(~ Hw HI~nfTl1t r ILk]!? tl\I'I: l'n'd
Y$ ~rq(f'l The' "VI nd .nnd 1h'~H' "''',)$ litH!' Irt{; I('tit !of\ (,')1
any (1'O'I'4!t1)t!fH, f ll' $1I1'1'I\:C, $hll~~s.~ <I t Wtil~t'{l\1t

COf'l(li iOi'l~ !'1bt .on iter i.: ,ltfl'lO~}htf ' to Hii' flift[d
:!;(( .t, A fiUi bl'f (1 f mOH f !dj]~'~I ,Iii II \It! I.0ilS

die ,ctlom '" 11:1I ~1({~r~IIJ~' Ch k' ht, (CI'W 111J{'
e", , HYOJJV It .·ndud If) ~l OOrtkC{! 20 rnllUd ~rom
the iUnUl'lit, Thurl.r 'W41'l> "0 .••••ii)" {H)(O 111\1~ummi~
~rom Ii&J!j), , trlnd in th¢ ••••,itlxiUl suecess,
OOwovm, to ~ht i1)1[ ~IW rh:f(le oonnu(:ti'(l ~Q ~ 1rlO'N
rrll)~llrOOm wh i ~ap.:>(l,'ltetlQ 1'1! :I>i>lr s!du to "'!,W1
tIlt' .lJlfltYlit rod<s., I .uH1:rnp!ud to climb H1i~mush-
tQOrTI but tfl(' M'O' •••' ",",I\ ',0 bn ~I.> ,md ~I ,tl'~!ldr

that f~f:l:hIJr In,- Ictt J c OJ .ml.l);)n~ !,"(;Iu'hi tK)ld,
in~' ed hl..lJe bw';':6l ~o1 mow j1J~tc(}IJl1lw~Qrt H:;p
of t111}. ihu ii1u.wt~{m IQ.I)lwcl dl~$j";'t:f.:ihl, We' tHird
OOI"rlC up 1.I11.WH'! In'l~Nl~~'$111 $11dlrL'{:~iOi!$, A; 4
IlI!!f.1$~["11(.)~h,l(·d ®vl'd ~1"lm rUi~ht"" Id~in 'I'.&~tW
oil! ",f\lie I h:-o clown 1)(':\\\fCf) ho ~nD"\' '}lX! ICl>cX~.

S<;r(trrbhn dDwn Ih.· N)()l.;~ n('~t 10 1tw n'",. I
t;'.n~tJ••ed .n f1'lrn'JI I~~(! i;.JII",m wht.!1 tJ tht r(K)f dll~}P\ld
'Pin tor , M'\!.l rock~. 111W~oH iJ W(l~ sneen Iff : hc
!l.l)bdl,IiXI IIgM1, Thu W<Jrm "'tllpl'IUIOtJ~ limu}:,. of Iw
'fO,le.lf!>:) Will' s.IO wl if tYtlJ'l'! ti~!I !hu ~OW "JfK;1 It;!;'
Climb Iflq u~),,"",;irdt. illo IJiJ 4' flJll# tY'N Pollt~U9(J 'Nfl
re,jiWOO ~h, $; m\mit IltId ~1tl{)pl..-':' Irt {I;} •••~1[(H'll) cold
~ nd. l:n (Xmtr: ~c cO'~h'.w~r4) the hot ,UlpJ",1Fi()Y:J
tlpdrlfu from bUJln th tlUi f>l)(ii:,. ,goo in th PAC\\
0,1 3 01 it \'illi:l iOOuitJ,lc !to Ill\'! quite W{lff'ti (ir lJr'toorn'
f(Yftllbly mfa,.

V.slbilJl'~ hold \0(0"1.<'0.'0 ,'ven. ((l!J!~'. Mxl 0(11'1
!1'11'1(1<1 flhwW": ~ '••••N.' ol 1,1 uwd (). !hu iOI,i~ht'rfi
oo.a$tl ',rlqt '~I1(}llljh hi !(14'Iil,ty ,m'l k.J~lIf1J~

Ahi!t' t.J>ki'MI rrwfly $l)rrtlJl t Jlilr.vt011 ,Iph;; .,jfld ~)lfl'C'
t If'll) ~rr)t.: 11''0 IQQiI;;nl !Jmph::>, !Nt' n'lif.k tI ur tlC'~t:'I'\(.

Our ~if cdtl>\)$\ ""'d ~ C4tchm!} up WI' tl 1)$ I'JI:;\'( ~j'jO!J>f
1:J(!.r:JiU'S nttll xed tl'iV t(1I)~fI;}n) btHI1 ~IP (j I,Jrifl~ 'I h{l
:u~\!m AiUilOUfih qh1) 'tiI'[I'!hl" fCnliJlmK.1 O'(l,Ij·r,:~1
fi rd H~ dC'~-et·rt~ wIn YI1/;ytV~~ hll. 'M! 11:41l::hl,;(J QUI
~ \ud !Jt:itf Iflt' if) (hi' 1'''('11111'1, dfJ:i ffi>!,:! ~Im:t'
ITIOf>eoi lht' ,;"nv oomlOlJ ur. tor \I ~1,JmmiC dtkmf.!~
Uw 10 IIQ••.M1!J ct 1't{.

Wi; I1U at' Id,'d 1:9 {;J'~)P If1 ~h" I;H:rg~tMmnd 11'1
t h(" #t~<' {If 1ht' ~'IMt.'Mu, wi (lh $.Omt' lA'(H{:h it'll! WI}

i(}wnd J $\fI;<lIbl(' ~llw :l11f:1 tf.'li,rm ;tin hour dioo ing Ol,Jl

tl~pIfV~ pl~tr{;lm1$ f(pr "II fi'l>!:! 01 U"i.Ovt"'fll!~h\ ~h('
",)t~(~ Q('{!"t iOr OU>O to " 11)11 I LIn<lfd <loo WIJ
S~r'1t two d;1y 111 (he 'If! tH,>ior ' I))mplrrt1n() om
d'il!; P1~of 81 I Ek11
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